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SKY GILBAR For The Times 


CHERYL STREATFEILD and daughters Sterling and Ruby, 9 and 8, are comforted by Tim Green during an evacuation on Tuesday in 
Montecito. Last week’s storm sent deadly torrents of debris through the coastal community, quickly reducing many homes to rubble. 


OVERWHELMED 


When debris flowed, Montecito families had little chance to flee 


By JOE MOZINGO, 
BRITTNY MEJIA 
AND MaTT HAMILTON 


MONTECITO, Calif. — The real- 


tary evacuation zone and that offi- 
cials had warned of possible flood- 
ing and debris flows. In December 
they left for five days under a man- 
datory evacuation during the 
Thomas fire. Now the word “volun- 


ization that houses might simply 
vanish didn’t start to set in untila 
30-foot tree trunk barreled by. 
Trina Grokenberger stared out 
the upstairs window of her white 
Colonial house Tuesday morning, 
as a river raged through her front 


tary” had given them a false sense of 
comfort. 

They lived on a low slope, just a 
half mile from the freeway — far 
from the steep mountain canyons 
where they expected the real dam- 
age to occur. 


yard. 
It was 3:58 a.m. 


“Dave!” she called to her hus- 
band. “We can’t leave now, right? 
That’s all trees coming down the 


driveway.” 


Their white Land Rover was 


parked below, with the suitcase 


they had packed. 


They knew they were in a volun- 


KEITH JACKSON, 1928 - 2018 


Folksy voice of 
college football 


By MIKE KUPPER 
AND MIKE DIGIOVANNA 


or decades during 

college football sea- 

son, his homespun 

phrases moved 

across the air- 
waves. 

Linemen were not guards 
and tackles, they were “the 
big uglies.” Running backs 
didnt drop the ball, there 
was a “fuumm-bull!” Of an 
undersized player, he might 
say, “He’s a little-bitty thing, 
a bantam rooster. But he’s 
young. If he keeps eatin’ his 
cornbread, he’ll be man- 


sized someday.” 

And, of course, there was 
“Whoa, Nellie!,” which be- 
came known as his signature 
phrase. 

Keith Jackson, the folksy 
voice of college football who 
for decades weaved back- 
woods wit through ABC 
broadcasts, died Friday 
night. He was 89. 

The longtime Sherman 
Oaks resident worked 15 
Rose Bowls, more than any 
other announcer. No cause 
of death or other details 
were given in a statement 
from ESPN, which, along 
with ABC, Jackson’s long- 

[See Jackson, A12] 


MEL MELCON Los Angeles Times 


‘WHOA, NELLIE!’ 
Keith Jackson at his Sherman Oaks home in 2015. He 
called 15 Rose Bowls, more than any other announcer. 


BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times 
VENTURA COUNTY fire Capt. Scott Sato probes the mud with a 
shovel while searching for a woman Thursday. She was found safe. 


“Oh my God, hurry!” she said. 


Monday night, a storm pushed 
into the Santa Ynez range above 
Montecito on the slopes burned 
bare just last month. 

By 2 a.m., disaster was unfolding 

[See Mudslides, A8] 
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MATTHIAS CLAMER FX 


THE SUCCESS of shows like FX’s “Atlanta,” about an aspiring hip-hop 
entrepreneur, illustrates rap’s growing influence on TV and pop culture. 


FROM STUDIO 
TO THE SCREEN 


By Lorraine Ali 


The ceremony for the 60th Grammy 
Awards is still two weeks away, but al- 
ready music’s biggest TV night has made 
history. 

For the first time, hip-hop artists 
dominate in the academy’s top catego- 
ries, including record, aloum and song of 
the year. 

But that sound you’re hearing isn’t 
champagne corks popping in celebration. 
It’s exasperated sighs that the Recording 


Academy only just discovered what the 
rest of the entertainment industry no- 
ticed back in the flip-phone era: Hip-hop, 

once an outlier, is now the status quo. 
From Broadway’s “Hamilton” to Hol- 
lywood’s “Straight Outta Compton” to 
television’s “Atlanta,” hip-hop’s broad in- 
fluence on American pop culture has de- 
fied countless predictions that a nervous 
white mainstream would never fully em- 
[See Hip-hop, A11] 
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GOP’s 
harder 
line 

mimics 
[rump 


More Republican 
lawmakers push for 
limits not only on 
illegal immigrants, but 
some legal residents. 


By Lisa MASCARO 


WASHINGTON — The 
furor over President 
Trump’s language about im- 
migrants from “shithole 
countries” has partially ob- 
scured the substance of 
what he was demanding and 
the profound shift among 
Republicans beyond oppos- 
ing illegal immigration to 
also pushing new limits on 
legal migrants, particularly 
of color. 

Trump made the remark 
as he rejected a bipartisan 
proposal from Sens. Richard 
J. Durbin (D-Ill) and Lind- 
sey Graham (R-S.C.) to re- 
solve the status of some 
700,000 so-called Dreamers 
facing deportation. In ex- 
change for protecting them, 
Trump wanted more restric- 
tions on legal immigrants 
from Africa, the Caribbean 
and Latin America, among 
other changes. 

Those demands come as 
Trump has already put the 
country on track to remove 
1 million immigrants over 

[See Immigration, A4] 


Missile 
alert 
sparks 
terror 


For nearly 40 
minutes, vulnerable 
Hawaii thought the 
end was near. 


By SONALI KOHLI, 
MICHAEL A.W. OTTEY 
AND HEIDI CHANG 


HONOLULU — It was a 
nice morning on the Big Is- 
land of Hawaii as Kevin and 
Pamela Spitze drove to an 
art show in Hilo when the 
words popped up on Kevin’s 
cellphone screen: 

“BALLISTIC MISSILE 
THREAT INBOUND TO 
HAWAII. SEEK IMMEDI- 


ATE SHELTER.” 

Then it added for empha- 
sis: 

“THIS IS NOT A 
DRILL.” 


The Spitzes, who re- 
cently moved from Los An- 
geles to Hawaii’s Big Island, 
said they were in paradise 
but already had been living 
on edge given the recent in- 
flammatory bluster between 
President Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
over nuclear annihilation. 

“We have such a barrage 

[See Hawaii, A10] 


Debate heats up 


Candidates for gover- 
nor exchange sharp 
words. CALIFORNIA, B1 


Weather 
Partly sunny. 
L.A. Basin 82/55. B10 
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